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Mission Statement
Saigon South International School is a college 
preparatory school committed to the intellectual 
and personal development of each student in 
preparation for a purposeful life as a global 
citizen. 



2019 Acceptances

JH



What does SSIS offer? 



Advanced Placement
1 year courses

Exam-based courses

Exams are multiple choice and short essay

Flexibility in course choices 

Can take multiple classes over two years

Accelerated pace, covers all content in one year

Easily combined with SSIS courses

University credit can be available



Advanced Placement
Selection options:

● Grade 9…………….1 AP course (teacher recommendation only) 
● Grade 10…………...2 AP courses
● Grade 11 and 12…..3 AP courses

SAT is typically paired with AP exams for university entrance 

Application process to take additional AP Exams, provided that the student has 
not met AP limit 

Applications require approval by AP Coordinator, Counselor, and High School 
Principal

Students are responsible for all fees associated with the AP exams 



International Baccalaureate
Two year courses

Mix of coursework and exam-based scoring

Exams are a large portion but not all of your overall score

Structured program choices

Time and focus on subjects

Cumulative knowledge base over two years 

Diploma program does not allow for SSIS courses

Courses can be taken individually and paired with SSIS courses 

University credit can be available 



International Baccalaureate
Diploma
● Group 1 - Language & Literature
● Group 2 - Language Acquisition
● Group 3 - Social Studies
● Group 4 - Experimental Sciences
● Group 5 - Mathematics
● Group 6 - Arts (or take a second science/social studies)
● TOK, CAS, & Extended Essay

Students are responsible for all fees associated with the IB courses or 
diploma program 



SSIS Courses
One year courses

Not exam based

Allows for flexibility to pair with AP or IB courses

Allows students to take multiple classes over 2 years

Accessible to all students

Across all subject areas

Allows students to explore different subjects of interest

University preparatory courses



Program of Studies

Scan with your mobile device to access the document.



Common Misconceptions



It’s AP vs. IB and one is better than the 
other to university admissions. 

Common Misconceptions



It’s best to mix IB and AP because then I am 
considered a well rounded student. 

Common Misconceptions



I want to go to university in Europe so I 
have to take the IB Diploma. 

Common Misconceptions



I want to go to the USA for university so I 
need to take AP classes. 

Common Misconceptions



The more AP/IB classes and exams that I 
take the better chance I have to get into 
university.

Common Misconceptions



Transcript is not very important for 
university acceptances.  

Common Misconceptions



Universities want all the extracurriculars.   

Common Misconceptions



Decisions, Decisions



How many credits do I need and what 
courses should I take? 

English 4

Mathematics 3

Sciences 3

Social Sciences 3

MW Language 2 (consecutive) 

P.E. 2

Fine Arts 1

Electives Will vary

Total Minimum 
Credits

24 Credits



High School Plan
Grade 9

● Possible countries to study in
● What academic pathways do you want to explore
● 3 year plan

Grade 10
● Possible majors/courses of study
● 2 year plan
● IB Diploma, IB Courses, AP Courses, SSIS Courses  

Grade 11
● Course focus
● IB Courses will automatically be carried over 
● Start university exploration with counselors



Registration Overview Timeline

January 9 & 14 Parent and student presentations about SSIS 
registration process

January 15 Interest forms sent out to current grade 9, 10, 11. 

January 31 Interest form submitted by 3:35pm 

February 17-25 Current Grade 9 & 11 Counselor/Student meetings

March 2-13 Current Grade 10 Counselor/Student meetings

April 20-29  Course Changes accepted for SY 2020-2021



Questions? 



Thank you! 
Kelly Braun, University Guidance Counselor
Julia Bui, High School Counselor
Tim Chute, Assistant Principal 
Jemison Foster, University Guidance Counselor
Jacob Hendrickson, High School Principal 
Elizabeth Souba, High School Counselor



● AP information for students

● College and Career Planning: BigFuture (CollegeBoard)

● Personalized feedback, practice, and college planning

● AP credit policy information from colleges and universities

● Information and registration for the SAT 

AP Resources for Students and Families

https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/
http://www.collegeboard.org/quickstart
http://www.collegeboard.org/apcreditpolicy
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat?navId=aps-sat


● Benefits of the IB

● Why the IB is different

● IB-produced presentation on the DP

● IB DP brochure

● Facts and Figures: The DP Around the World

● FAQs about the IB

● Why is it Important to Maintain Mother Tongue?

IB Resources for Students and Families

https://www.ibo.org/benefits/
https://www.ibo.org/benefits/why-the-ib-is-different/
https://www.ibo.org/digital-toolkit/
https://www.ibo.org/globalassets/digital-tookit/brochures/1709-dp-brochure-en.pdf
https://www.ibo.org/globalassets/digital-tookit/brochures/1510-dp-infographic-en.pdf
https://www.ibo.org/globalassets/digital-tookit/brochures/parent-pack-faqs-about-the-dp.pdf
https://www.idra.org/resource-center/why-is-it-important-to-maintain-the-native-language/

